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1965 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norham  &  Islandshires  Sural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Seport  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  Norham  &  Islandshires  Sural  District  Council 
for  the  year  1965* 

Perusal  of  the  vital  statistics  shows  differences  in  degree  only  from 
the  previous  year. 

The  overall  birth  rate  was  less  than  in  1964  and  the  rate  was  considerably 
less  than  the  national  average.  However,  considerable  yearly  fluctuations 
are  inevitable. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths  during 
the  year.  The  overall  death  rate  shows  little  change  from  last  year 
and  is  about  the  same  as  the  national  average.  The  great  majority  of 
deaths  were  due  to  cardio  vascular  lesions.  This  cause  alone  was 
responsible  for  well  over  half  the  total  number  of  deaths ,  and  malignancy 
was  responsible  for  one  death  in  five. 

There  is  little  to  report  about  infectious  diseases.  There  were 
eight  cases  of  measles  and  regrettably  one  notification  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  This  disease  still  smoulders  on  within  the  community. 

The  vaccination  and  immunisation  level  in  the  district  is 
reasonably  satisfactory.  In  addition  to  protection  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus,  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  B.C.G.  vaccination, 
to  protect  against  tuberculosis,  is  administered  in  the  young  teenage 
group  of  children.  The  apparent  low  level  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in 
children  from  this  Rural  District,  listed  on  page  6  of  the  report, 
is  misleading.  As  stated,  the  vaccinations  are  performed  on  the  senior 
school  children,  and  as  the  senior  schools  are  in  Berwick,  the  children 
vaccinated  from  this  Rural  District  appear  under  the  Berwick  numbers. 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  details 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  steady  continuation  of  the  numbers  of 
Improvement  Grants.  These  all  help  in  raising  the  standard  of  housing  in 
the  district. 

The  need  to  improve  the  sewage  disposal  arrangements  at  Horncliffe 
and  East  Ord  has  been  established.  The  nuisance  and  potential  danger  in 
these  villages  is  obvious.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  measures  to  deal  with 
this,  will  be  pushed  ahead,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the  need  for  toilet 
facilities  at  the  Haggerston  layby,  and  it  was  a  source  of  some  satisfaction 
that,  last  year,  agreement  had  been  reached  between  the  County  and  District 
Councils  on  the  arrangements  for  providing  this.  It  is  therefore,  very 
disappointing  that  no  further  progress  has  apparently  been  made.  This 
layby  continues  to  receive  increasing  use  and  hence  contamination; 
therefore,  action  in  providing  toilet  facilities  is  urgently  required. 

Trunk  roads  are  a  national  responsibility  and  sanitary  facilities  for  the 
users  should  likewise  be  provided  and  maintained  from  national  sources. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  I  have 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  from  the  Council 
staff  during  the  year. 


I  am 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  47,011  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1,344  and  the  number  of 
new  houses  completed  during  the  year  was  3* 

The  rateable  value  was  £90,970  and  the  sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate  was  £342. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  3,860  and  this  figure 
was  taken  when  calculating  the  birth  and  death  rate. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

17 

26 

43 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

18 

27 

i+5 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

11.65 

14.67 

4.44 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Total  live  and  still  births  43 


Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
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Deaths  Males  Females  Total 


29  '  24  53 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13*73 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  12.49 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes  - 

Deaths  from  Cancer  11 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

"  "  Lung,  Bronchus 

*'  M  Breast 

”  M  Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circuiatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Totals 


Males  Females  Total 


1 


1 


2 


4 


4 

5 

4 

4 


1 


1  3 

2  2 


2 


6 


5 

3 

2 

5 

1 


9 

10 

2 

9 

5 


1 


1 

2 

1 


1 


1 


2 

2 


29  24  53 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


NIL 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Measles  8 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Encephalitis 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

0-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65+ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

1 

- 

\~T~ 

- 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATIONS 
North  No.  1  and  2  Areas 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1965* 

Number  of  Persons 

3  Doses  -  Oral  Vaccine  999 

Booster  dose  oral  1,094 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 
North  No.  1 


Number  Vaccinated  during  Period  Number  Re-vaccinated 


Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Total 

Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

1 

Total 

44 

123 

35 

4 

206 

- 

8 

7 

15 

IMMUNISATION 


Primary 

Immunisation 

Secondary (Reinforcing)  Injections 

;  Under 

i 

1 

j  4—7 

n 

Under 

i 

1 

1 

l  2 

3 

8-16 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4-7 

8-16 

Total 

Diphtheria 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Diphtheria, 

Whooping 
Cough  and 
Tetanus 

146 

203 

14 

10 

l 

2 

376 

8 

57 

11 

84 

10 

170 

Diphtheria 

and  Tetanus 

— 

1 

— 

- 

l 

4 

6 

- 

- 

34 

12 

231 

12 

289 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

11 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

146 

204 

14 

10 

7 

17 

398 

- 

8 

91 

23 

317 

24 

463 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 


Berwick  Borough  338 

Belford  R.D.  88 

Glendale  R.D.  112 

Norham  and  Islandshires  R.D.  _ 1 

Total .  539 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1965 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nor ham  &  Islandshires  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  1965- 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  maintain  the  mains  services 
throughout  the  District.  Many  samples  have  been  taken  and  analysed 
and  have  generally  been  classified  as  of  excellent  quality. 

SEWERAGE 

The  temporary  scheme  to  service  10  houses  at  Donaldson' s  Lodge 
was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  be  later  married  into  a 
permanent  scheme  accommodating  sewage  from  the  remainder  of  the  small 
village  and  future  expansion  of  Donaldson's  Lodge.  This  latter  scheme 
is  still  being  prepared. 

For  the  East  Ord  Sewerage  Scheme ,  the  Ministry  Enquiry  was  held 
in  May  1965,  and  from  this,  a  report  from  the  District  Council 
Consulting  Engineers  of  details  of  a  partial  treatment  scheme,  is 
awaited. 

The  provision  of  a  new  sewage  treatment  works  at  Horncliffe 
received  a  partial  set  back  during  the  year,  and  proposals  have  since 
been  received  from  the  Consultants  for  an  amended  site.  The  acquisition 

of  this  land  is  being  dealt  with. 

In  the  meantime,  the  sewage  of  Norham  and  Horncliffe  received 
only  partial  treatment,  each  village  with  two  ancient  septic  tanks, 
the  discharge  from  each  giving  rise  to  permanent  public  health  nuisances, 
accentuated  in  warm  weather.  The  discharge  from  East  Ord  village 
sewer  is  directly  into  the  Mill  Burn  with  no  treatment  whatever, 
and  the  nuisance  there  and  in  the  River  Tweed  is  real. 
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PLANS 

There  were  67  plans  deposited  during  the  year,  together  with  the 
necessary  applications  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  and/or  the 
Building  Byelaws.  Though  many  of  these  applications  were  amended, 
subsequent  to  action  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  Planning 
Department,  all  were  ultimately  approved. 

The  new  Building  Regulations,  1965 ,  replacing  the  old  Byelaws  come 
into  operation  in  1966.  In  much  of  their  content,  the  Regulations  follow 
the  general  lines  of  the  Model  Byelaws.  Certain  sections  however,  are 
different  from  their  equivalent  Byelaw  or  are  additional  to  them  - 
viz.  structural  fire  precautions,  sound  insulation,  stairways  and  balustrades, 
refuse  disposal  and  open  space,  ventilation  and  height  of  rooms. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  part-time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council.  Warfarin  is  used 
extensively  and  solely  and  there  has  been  no  indication  of  Rodent 
resistance  to  Warfarin  within  the  Rural  District. 

Sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  twice  in  every  village  during 
the  year.  Of  the  39  manholes  test  baited,  there  were  only  5  'takes'. 

Visits  to  infested  properties  or  premises  numbered  156  and  another  1,149 
premises  were  surveyed. 

As  in  previous  years,  many  inspections  and  small  treatments  were 
carried  out  by  self  and  workmen  of  the  Refuse  Collection  service  whilst 
engaged  on  other  work.  The  driver  of  the  vehicle  is  a  trained  rodent 
operator.  Major  infestations  and  treatments  had,  of  necessity,  to  be  dealt 
with  separately  out  with  other  duties,  and  were  usually  confined  to 
weekend  activity. 

For  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  rodent  infestations  were 
practically  non-existent,  but  the  latter  quarter  proved  a  bad  one. 

Coupled  with  the  sudden  arctic  conditions  of  early  November  and  the 
inclement  weather  following,  the  District  was  suddenly  over- run.  Sporadic 
outbreaks  were  so  numerous  that  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  of 
difficulty  that  any  control  was  sustained.  Additionally,  the  thick 
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coating  of  snow  made  the  laying  of  poison  baits  an  unpleasant,  hazardous 
and  unproductive  task,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  first  quarter  of 
1966  will  be  over  before  the  District  is  entirely  clear  again. 


r 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricu 

Ltural 

Local 

Authority 

(1) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(2) 

All  other 
premises 

(3) 

j  Total  of 
jCols.  1,2 
and  3. 

(4) 

Agric¬ 

ultur¬ 

al 

(5) 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
District 

7 

1515 

240 

1762 

132 

2.  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
as  result  of 
notification 

15 

32 

47 

• 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 
Common  Rat  -  Major 

9 

6 

15 

Minor 

- 

5 

2 

7 

- 

Ship  Rat  -  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  Mouse  -  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3*  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the 

Act. 

14 

950 

185 

1149 

84 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 
Common  Rat  -  Major 

3 

14 

17 

3 

Minor 

- 

5 

4 

9 

2 

House  Mice  -  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

4.  Total  Inspections 
carried  out 

34 

901 

384 

1319 

96 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 

7 

128 

12 

147 

2 
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WATER  SAMPLES 


Collected  for  Analysis 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical 

3 

3 

- 

Bacteriological 

8 

6 

2 

HOUSING 


Three  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  all  by  private  persons. 


STATISTICS  FOR  1965 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  1344 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  301 

CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  10 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  10 

3*  Houses  closed  not  demolished  1 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit  by  informal  action  6 


CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Programme 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  15 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Number  of  privy  closets  in  District  Council 

area  at  the  end  of  the  year  75 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(l)  Descretionary 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local 

Authority  during  year  14 

(b)  Applications  rejected 

(c)  Applications  approved  14 

(d)  Approximate  average  grant 

approved  per  house  £314. 

(e)  Total  number  of  houses 
approved  for  grant  since 
inception  of  scheme 


277 


2.  Standard 


11 


During  To  tal 

the  year  to  date 


(a)  Number  of  separate  houses 
for  which  grants  have  been 

made  1  20 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  24  inspections  were  made.  These 
were  not  only  to  the  two  licenced  Caravan  sites,  but  in  connection  with 
the  use  of  land  without  a  licence. 

The  two  licenced  caravan  sites  at  Haggerston  and  East  Ord  are 
now  very  firmly  established,  very  pleasant  and  excellently  conducted. 
INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

A  total  of  208  visits  were  made  to  the  licenced  slaughterhouse 
of  R.G.  Foreman  &  Son,  Norham,  to  inspect  meat.  In  addition,  35 
other  inspections  were  made  concerning  food  examination.  Also, 
inspections  carried  out  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  i960 
numbered  32. 

There  were  four  slaughtermen  licenced  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  examined  and  inspected  were:- 
Bullocks/Heifers  Sheep/Lambs  Pigs 

166  140 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  STUFFS  CONDEMNED 

Beef  1 -§■  cwt. 

Mutton  (home  killed) 

Tinned  goods  68  lbs. 

Fish  (Cod)  12  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  2  cwts.  24lbs. 

Investigation  was  also  carried  out  following  a  reported  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning  at  East  Ord.  There  were  six  victims  and  they  were, 
at  the  time,  very  ill,  but  fortunately  recoved.  Despite  extensive 
enquiries  and  laboratory  examination  of  suspected  food  and  of  faecal 
specimens,  no  reason  for  the  occurrence  was  found.  Fifteen  visits 
were  made  in  this  respect. 
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ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  District  Council  area  where  Ice¬ 
cream  is  manufactured,  but  inspections  have  been  made  of  premises  from 
which  ice-cream  is  sold,  and  of  travelling  shops,  ice-cream  vendors  vehicles, 
etc.  No  samples  have  been  taken. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Number  of  factories  throughout  area  27 

Inspections  carried  out  27 

Contraventions  found  - 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 

Work  under  this  Act  has  been  mainly  concerned  with  Registration  of 

Premises  and  the  dealing  with  queries.  There  are  now  47  premises  duly 

registered. 

REGISTRATION,  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  AND  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  Number 
of  Registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

•No.  of  Registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspect¬ 
ion  during  year 

Persons 

Employed 

Offices 

8 

9 

9 

12 

Retail  Shops 

24 

35 

35 

48 

Wholesale  shops , 
warehouses 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public ,  canteens 

3 

3 

3 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

35 

47 

47 

65 

TOTAL  MALES 

15 

TOTAL 

FEMALES 

50 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises 


63 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Collection  is  made  by  the  Bedford  12  cubic  yard  steel  vehicle 
manned  by  two  District  Council  workmen.  All  premises  throughout 
the  district  are  serviced  once  per  fortnight.  Disposal  is  to  two 
semi-controlled  refuse  tips  at  Crammond  Hill,  Cornhill,  and 
Oxford  Farm,  Ancroft.  The  latter  is  practically  exhausted  and  a 
future  tip  for  the  Eastern  part  of  the  District  Council  area  is 
urgently  needed,  as  the  cost  of  transporting  all  refuse  to  Crammond 
Hill  would  certainly  be  heavy. 

Once  again,  it  is  now  thought  opportune  to  give  some  consideration 
to  the  improvement  of  the  refuse  collection  service,  by  more  frequent 
collection,  e.g.  once  weekly.  This  would  mean  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  vehicle  and  the  employment  of  two  more  workmen. 

THE  PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS  1928  and  1936 

There  were  5 0  inspections  made  to  licenced  premises  under  the 
Act.  One  ullage  test  was  satisfactorily  carried  out,  but  no  flash 
point  tests  were  undertaken.  In  the  month  of  April  19^5 »  forty  three 
licences  were  issued  permitting  storage  of  petroleum.  During  the 
year,  two  licences  expired,  were  not  renewed  and  subsequently  the 
tanks  underground  were  drained,  filled  in  and  made  safe  to  the 
Local  Authority's  satisfaction. 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Complaints  and  nuisances  10 
Disinfection  and  disinfestation  5 
Factories  27 
Food  Premises  -  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  35 
Houses  -  Insanitary  31 
Ice-cream  Premises  14 
Rodent  Control  95 
Slaughterhouse  -  Meat  Inspection  208 
Caravan  Sites  24 

12 


U  I 


Water  Supplies 


14 


Notifiable  Diseases  2 
Improvement  Grants  70 
Building  Byelaws  92 
Storage  of  Petroleum  50 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  84 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  46 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  63 


Ur 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  SENIOR 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 


52,  Ravensdowne, 
BERWICK  UPON  TWEED 
3rd  June,  19^6 . 


